May 11, 2017

Honorable Edmund G. Brown, Jr.
Governor, State of California
Office of the Governor
State Capitol Building
Sacramento, CA  95814

RE:  Budget Request:  Court Reporters Transcript Rate Increase

Governor Brown,

As a student in the profession of court reporting, I am writing in support of a budget inclusion for a transcript rate increase for official and pro tempore court reporters.  The budget request will increase the statutory fee for producing an official court transcript, a fee that has been unchanged for over 25 years.  Current law has capped the fee paid to court reporters for production of official court transcripts since 1991.  We need to adjust the long-standing cap to partially accommodate for inflation and to ensure that California will be a viable option for my future career.

As a student, the last time the transcript rate increase was raised, I was (fill in).   (This section is personal.  Make this about you, your schooling, etc.)

The inclusion of this budget item will confirm California’s commitment to the court reporting profession and will send a message to those of us seeking to join the workforce that the compensation for our hard work will be fair and adjusted over time.

We ask that you stand behind California’s court reporters by supporting a transcript rate increase.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter.

Sincerely,

Your name here**


CC:  Senator Holly Mitchell, Chair, Senate Budget Committee
        Assemblymember Phil Ting, Chair, Assembly Budget Committee
        Senator Kevin DeLeon, President Pro Tem, California State Senate
[bookmark: _GoBack]        Assemblymember Anthony Rendon, Speaker, California State Assembly
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